
City of Whitewater 
Urban Forestry Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, June 26 2012 
 
 
 
Call to order by Chairperson, Andrew Crone. 
 
Roll call: 
Members present: Karen McCulloch, Karen Coburn, Andrew Crone, Bev Stone 
Absent: Tiiu Gray-Fow, Brandon Knedler, Jay Craggs 
 
City staff present: Chuck Nass 
 
Citizens present:  David Saalsaa 
                                  Richard Helmick 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion by Andrew Crone, second by Karen Coburn, 
Unanimous approval. 
 
Approval of minutes for April 24, 2012 and May 22, 2012 meetings: 
Motion by Karen McCulloch, second by Karen Coburn. 
Unanimous approval. 
 
 Planning and Architectural Board Report  (Coburn) 
 
Nothing to report from Coburn.  Nass stated that Golden State Foods is making an 
addition to their offices.  Planting 30 new trees and 36 ne bushes, wild flowers and 
wetlands.  They will be moving berm.  It has been approved by staff but has not been 
submitted to the planning board yet. Karen Coburn asks about considering, native.  
Nass customarily asks that something native be planted in new plans. 
 
Parks and Recreation Board Report.  Ray Trots Nature Preserve (Knedler). 
 
Nass says things have been planted at park and some has been taken out.  K and W 
paid for benches etc.  Funding from Trost memorial fund paid for a placard. 
 
Brandon Knedler joined the meeting at this point. 
 
Knedler discussed work on Indian mounds restoration.  One question being raised is 
what to do with grass on mounds.  It was stated that they could try different things 
on different mounds to test it.  Stump grinding on new path placements requires 
coordination with the appropriate Indian Tribe.   
 



Looking at signing options as part of the trail system.  Crone mentioned that the bike 
planning committee is looking at signage as well. Weevil is the insect to eat Asian 
milfoil.  Is it a native species?   
 
Emerald Ash Borer in Walworth County-impact on Whitewater (To access 
Whitewater. 
 
Nass stated that the Ash Bore is in Rock County too.  Trees taken down can be used 
as used as firewood, but it has to stay in county.  We are in quarantine.  Our 
designated area for disposing of trees will be at the compost site.  The Ash Bore is 
not in Whitewater yet.  We have funds for the Ash Bore, but its been used by city on 
other projects.   We will treat the 9 – 16 inch trees, but not the older trees.  There 
has been no definitive decision not to save bigger trees.  Bigger trees will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis.  Some costs will be paid by reducing tree 
planting.  A wasp that eats the bore is out, but beetle has to be there before wasp 
will show up.  All information is on the Whitewater’s website.  13.3% of our trees 
are ash.  No trees will be removed unless they are dying or in decline.  Funding is the 
criteria for treating.  Once the Bore is on a tree, it is too late to treat.  Any tree in 
town with a red tag nailed to it is an Ash.  
 
Possible Joint meeting with down town Design Committee in August or 
September. 
 
Nass has done a survey of trees,  The Brass Rail is a 4-inch maple.  Probably won’t be 
replaced.  Only 4 types of trees are downtown, an Autumn Blaze Maple, Linden, Ash 
and Honey Locust.    The goal is not to remove the trees.  Most trees wont’ live for 20 
years.    The Ash are struggling. Whole sidewalk in Burgee’s Jeweler will have to 
come out.  The city is looking into using a pervious surface around the trees rather 
than the metal grates.  Nass suggested the joint meeting be moved back to 
September.  A tree in front of Roses will need to come out, it will be replaced with a 
Gingko.  Nass suggested some Gingko be planted east of alley by Brass Rail. 
 
Proposed yearly calendar details. 
 
Nass will tell the Urban Forestry Committee dates specific tasks need to be placed 
on our Agenda. 
 
Tree cuts/pruning or maintenance or construction related. 
 
Nass stated that there are no cuts this month,  
The North Street project is done, three trees were planted (more than before), 
Milwaukee:  13 trees were on the cut list 6 were cut, 2 removed.  We will need to 
wait to see on some areas for laterals for water to homes, Private trees will come 
down as part of project.  Regarding the Clay street nature park, Black Cherries cause 
fungus on them.   Tree saplings taken out to promote turtle hatching areas. Other 



trees were taken out to be in compliance with storm water laws.   Area is designated 
as a storm water retention area.  It acts to filter water before going into the lake 
 
All trees are watered upon planting.  Watered daily in pea gravel when the city first 
gets them. 320 trees are being watered plus 650 trees at the city’s farm.  There is 
only one buggy to water with.  2 trees have been taken out.    10 gallons per tree 
300-gallon truck.  Budget has been cut 4% per year.  The request to ask citizens to 
water terrace trees is on the banner today.  The city is trying to arrange for 12 hours 
of continuous shifts for watering.  
 
Citizen Comments 
 
Dave Saalsaa spoke.  He stated the Downtown Whitewater committee is looking at a 
plan for streetscape improvements, like new garbage receptacles, plantings and 
trees.  He mentioned that trees are an asset to draw people downtown.  People will 
spend more time there. 
 
Future Agenda items 
 
Nass suggested the September Downtown Whitewater joint meeting be conducted 
as a study session rather than a regular meeting.  Coburn suggested we discuss 
filling in more trees at the Cravath Lake Park. 
 
Adjourn        
 
Motion by Karen Coburn,, second by Andrew Crone, 
 
Unanimous approval. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Andrew Crone 


